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02.04.2019 By Andreas Haug  Archive
- N
Going multimodal

Three visions are slowly but surely becoming a new reality in the emirate of Abu Dhabi {(United Arab
Emirates). The railways, formerly a bit of a wallflower in the country, are now becoming an essential
element of economic and social development.

Sheikh Theyab bin Mohamed Al Mahyan, the chairman of the transport department ofthe emirate’s
execufive authaority, recently inspected progress on the construciion of Abu Dhabi's mariime traffic control
centre in the port of Khalifa. He simultanecusly witnessed the signing of an agreement between Abu
Dhabi Ports and Etihad Rail, the development and operating company of the UAE's national railway. The
agreement allows for the connection of the port of Khalifa to Etihad Rail's growing network. Abu Dhabi
Forts is the operator of the emirate’s public and commercial maritime gateways, of the Fujairah terminal
and of the Khalifa indusfirial development zone,

Annual capacity for 2.4 million boxes

Sheikh Theyab bin Mohamed Al Nahyan assumes that the measure will have a “positive influence on
many national economic and social fields. More than half of all of the goods transporied to and from the
Gulf states already pass through the ports of the UAE foday; thus connecting the hub to the railways will
significantly increase its capacity and strengthen the position of Emirali ports as a leading glebal logistics
and trade hub.”

The planned annual capacity of around 2.4 million boxes will make the Khalifa Rail Terminal the largestin
the UAE, the sheikh added. He underlined the economic efficiency of future rail logistics processes by
pointing out that a train will canry the load of 300 lorries.

Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, 2 minister of state in the United Arab Emirates who is also the chairman of Abu
Dhabi Ports, linked the process to three of the nation's specific governmental goals. The United Arab
Emirates vision of supporting economic and sodal development after the oil age; the country’s Vision
2021% and Abu Dhabi's ‘Economic Vision 2030°. More local, regional and international traffic and foreign
investment is expected to increase the annual capacdty of the port of Khalifa to 9.1 million teu over the next
five years.
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Speaking at the launch of the new project, Amadou
Diallo, chief executive, DHL Global Forwarding, Middle
East and Africa, said, "We are looking forward to
connecting KIZAD to our extensive global network, and
to further propel the growth potential of Abu Dhabi as
a gateway to the rest of the world. Beyond the
immediate needs of our customers who currently
operate out of KIZAD, we are also looking to invest
more resources in expanding our presence here, so we

can serve more customers.”

Logistics has been an increasingly dynamic element
within KIZAD's growth story since it was founded in
2010. The zone recently launched KIZAD Logistics
City, which offers pre-built warehouses and Light
Industrial Units (LIUs).
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New archaeological discoveries
at Abu Dhabi's earliest village
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